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PRESCRIPTIVE COMPLIANCE OPTION 

LANDSCAPE DOCUMENTATION PACKAGE FOR SMALL LANDSCAPING PROJECTS 
2015 State Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance Requirements 

 
To reduce the complexity and costs for smaller landscape projects, the State of California allows a prescrip�ve 
compliance approach for landscapes between 500 and 2,499 square feet. Landscapes within this size range can 
comply either through mee�ng the full requirements of the Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance or 
through this prescrip�ve compliance approach. The following contains a checklist of all the prescrip�ve 
requirements per the California Code of Regula�ons Title 23. Waters, Division 2. Department of Water 
Resources, Chapter 2.7, Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance, Appendix D. 
 
For general ques�ons regarding this ordinance, contact the Planning Division at 831- 223-5020 or visit 
htps://library.municode.com/ca/soledad/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT15BUCO_CH15.11WAEFLADERE  
 

PROJECT INFORMATION 
Date:  Permit Number (BP or PLN):  

 
 

Project Name:  
 
 

Project Address:  

Name of Project Applicant:  Telephone No: 
 
Email Address:  
 

Total Landscaped Area (in square feet) including 
breakdown of turf and plant material (must be 
between 500 and 2,499 sq. �):  
 
 

Project Type (Residen�al, Commercial, New, 
Rehabilitated):  

Water Supply Type (potable, recycled, well) and 
Purveyor:  

Number of New residen�al Units: 
 
 
 

 
Cer�fica�on: 
“I agree to comply with the requirements of the Prescrip�ve Compliance Op�on of the MWELO”. 
 
_____________________________     ___________ 
Applicant Signature                Date 

http://www.cityofsoledad.com/
https://library.municode.com/ca/soledad/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT15BUCO_CH15.11WAEFLADERE
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PRESCRIPTIVE COMPLIANCE OPTION 

California Code of Regula�ons Title 23, Division 2, Chapter 2.7, Appendix D 
 
The Landscape Documenta�on Package for the Prescrip�ve Compliance Op�on may be used as 
an alterna�ve op�on for smaller landscaping projects in compliance with the Model Water 
Efficient Landscape Ordinance. Compliance with the following items is mandatory and must be 
documented on a landscape and irriga�on design plan in order to u�lize the Prescrip�ve 
Compliance Op�on 
 
Please ensure your submital includes the following: 
 

◻ A landscape and irriga�on plan that includes a plant list with quan��es of each species. 
 

PLANT MATERIAL (TITLE 23, CHAPTER 2.7, APPENDIX D (B) (3)) 
◻ For residen�al areas, 75% of the landscape, excluding edibles and areas using recycled water, shall 

consist of climate-adapted plants that require occasional, litle or no summer water and which have an 
average WUCOLS plant factor of 0.3. WUCOLS plants database can be found online at: 
htp://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS/ 

◻ For non-residen�al areas, 100% of the plants, excluding edibles and areas using recycled water, shall 
consist of plants that average a WUCOLS plant factor of 0.3. 

◻ Add note to plans: “A minimum 3-inch layer of mulch shall be applied on all exposed soil surfaces of 
plan�ng areas except turf areas, creeping or roo�ng groundcovers, or direct seeding applica�ons where 
mulch is contraindicated.” 
 

TURF (TITLE 23, CHAPTER 2.7, APPENDIX D (B) (4)) 
◻ Turf shall not exceed 25% of the landscape area in residen�al areas. 
◻ No turf permited in non-residen�al areas 
◻ Turf not permited on slopes greater than 25%. 
◻ Turf is prohibited in parkways less than 10 feet wide. 

 
IRRIGATION (TITLE 23, CHAPTER 2.7, APPENDIX D (B) (5)) 

◻ Automa�c weather-based or soil-moisture-based Irriga�on controllers shall be installed on the 
irriga�on system. 

◻ Pressure regulators shall be installed on the irriga�on system to ensure the dynamic pressure of the 
system is within the manufacturer’s recommended pressure range. 

◻ Manual shut-off valves shall be installed as close as possible to the point of connec�on of the water 
supply. 

◻ Areas less than 10 �. in width in any direc�on shall be irrigated with subsurface irriga�on or other 
means that produce no runoff or overspray. 

 

http://www.cityofsoledad.com/
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◻ For non-residen�al projects with landscape areas of 1,000 sq. �. or more, private submeter(s) to 
measure landscape water use shall be installed. 

◻ Add note to plans: “At the �me of final inspec�on, the permit applicant must provide the owner of the 
property with a cer�ficate of comple�on, cer�ficate of installa�on, irriga�on schedule of landscape 
and irriga�on maintenance.” 

◻ Add note to plans: “Unless contradicted by a soils test, compost at a rate of a minimum of four cubic 
yards per 1,000 square feet of permeable area shall be incorporated to a depth of six inches into the 
soil” 

Note: 
1.  Landscape projects not eligible for the Prescrip�ve Compliance Op�on are required to prepare a 

complete Landscape Documenta�on Package. 
 
  

http://www.cityofsoledad.com/
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CERTIFICATION OF INSTALLATION 

ACCORDING TO THE PRESCRIPTIVE COMPLIANCE 
SUBMITTAL 

(Required prior to Final) 
 
“I/we cer�fy that based upon periodic site observa�ons, the work has been completed in accordance with the ordinance 
and that the landscape plan�ng and irriga�on installa�on conform with the criteria and specifica�ons of the approved 
Landscape Documenta�on Package for the Prescrip�ve Compliance Op�on submital.” 
 

Signature*  Date 
Name (Print) Telephone No:  

Email:  
Title:  
 

 

License No. or Cer�fica�on No. 
 
Company 
 
 

Street Address 

City 
 
 

State Zip Code 

*Signer of the landscape design plan, signer of the irrigation plan , or a licensed landscape contractor.  
 

◻ IRRIGATION SCHEDULING  
Atach parameters for se�ng the irriga�on schedule on the controller per Soledad Municipal Code 
Chapter 15.11.050(C) 

◻ SCHEDULE OF LANDSCAPE AND IRRIGATION MAINTENANCE  
Atach schedule of Landscape and Irriga�on Maintenance  

http://www.cityofsoledad.com/
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